
Abstractionism and the trivium, 33
Accessus ad autores, 37–38
Accidents, 12; compared to grammatical

inflections, 29–30, 66, 193–96
Agens intellectus, 22–28, 31, 95–96, 204,

209; in the Clerk’s Tale, 170; in the
Knight’s Tale, 134

Aldgate, 97
Alford, John A., 241n.5
Alla (Man of Law’s Tale), 146–48, 156–60
Amores (Ovid), Accessus ad, 38
Annunciation of Jesus. See Jesus, Annun-

ciation of
Antifeminist writing, 199
Apostrophe, in the Man of Law’s Tale,

137; and emotion, 161–69; and forensic
rhetoric, 160–61, 164; and the law, 168–
69; and prayer, 167

Appellation, 221n.37
Arator, Accessus ad, 37
Arcite: death of, in the Knight’s Tale, 124;

rues his freedom, 110. See also Palamon
and Arcite

Aristotle, 34. See also Categories (Aristotle)
Array: in the General Prologue, 61–62; of

the Knight and of the Squire, 229n.19;
and social class, 62

Ars dictamini, 9, 52
Art, 2–3
Artes praedicandi, 52
Astell, Ann, 236n.2
Astrology, in the Man of Law’s Tale, 163–64

Attributes, the Categories as, 35
Augustine, St., 47, 56, 97, 226n.2

Baker, Denise N., 244n.16
Baptism: in the Man of Law’s Tale, 141,

145; of Jesus, in the Man of Law’s Tale,
157

“Barbara” syllogisms, 31, 223n.46
Bearing of the Cross, The (painting by H.

Bosch), 167
Beichner, Paul, C.S.C., 230n.26
Berengar of Tours, 197
Bestul, Thomas H., 242n.12
Blind woman (Man of Law’s Tale), 155–56
Blood, in the Knight’s Tale, as the livery of

Cupid, 103–4, 121–23
Boccaccio, 18. See also Teseida
Boethius, 112–13; in the Knight’s Tale,

107, 123
Boethius of Dacia, 12–13
Boler, John F., 222n.41
Book of the Duchess, metaphor in, 41–44
Brethren of the Common Life, 65
Bridle bells, in the portrait of the Monk in

the General Prologue, 75–76
Britain. See Northumbria
Buridan, Jean, 221–22n.39
Burnley, J. D., 235n.26
Bursill-Hall, Geoffrey, 48

Canon’s Yeoman’s Tale, 48
Canterbury Tales. See specific tale or part

i n d e x
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Carruthers, Mary J., 242n.10
Case endings. See Latin, accidence in
Categories (Aristotle), 34–39, 67–74, 90;

chart of, 36; and the General Prologue,
78, 83; and proficiency, 88

Centurion (Luke), in the Clerk’s Tale, 186–
87, 191

Chaucer, Geoffrey: audience of, 8, 215n.6;
documentary evidence for the education
of, 6; legal training of, 214n.2; and social
class, 97; and university logic, 215n.7

“Chiere.” See Face
Children, and women, in the Man of Law’s

Tale, 151–52
Chivalry, in the Knight’s Tale, 115–16
Christianity: in Britain, in the Man of

Law’s Tale, 147–48;  image of, in the
Man of Law’s Tale, 144

Christian law. See Law, Christian
Church courts. See Court, ecclesiastical
Cicero, 160–61, 238n.16
Civilization, in the Man of Law’s Tale, 143
Clanvowe, John, 98–99, 134
Clark, Susan L., 237n.10
Clerk: in the General Prologue, 199–200;

and the Host, 172; as master of the
trivium, 171; as a stereotype, 172; as
tale-teller, 197–200; as translator, 173

Clerk’s Tale, 141, 170–200; epilogue of,
173, 197–200; and genre, 183, 199

Clothing. See Array; Livery
Cognition, Model of, 21–28
Coleman, Janet, 216n.11
Collacioun, in the Clerk’s Tale, 189
Commerce, and law, in the Man of Law’s

Tale, 136–37
Commerce, in the Man of Law’s Tale, 149
Constable, Constablesse (Man of Law’s

Tale), 153–56
Contradiction, 32
Correctness. See Grammar, correctness in;

Logic, correctness in
Corruption, in women’s religious houses,

229n.21
Costume. See Array; Livery
Court, ecclesiastical, in the portrait of the

Summoner in the General Prologue, 85
Covenant, monopleuric. See Monopleuric

covenant
Creon (Knight’s Tale), 119–20
Cressid (The Testament of Cressid), 170–71
Cross of Jesus, 238n.13; and Custance,

152–53, 166
Crusades, 238n.13
Cursing, in the portrait of the Summoner

in the General Prologue, 86–87
Custance (Man of Law’s Tale), 149–60; as

Christ-figure, 147, 149–53, 156–59;
marriage with Alla, 158–59; marriage
arrangements with the Sowdan, 142;
and the moon, 240n.23; reports of, 139–
40; as representative of Roman law, 153;
speech departing Rome, 150–52; as true
coin, 149; as woman and child, 151–52

Dancing ships (CT I.2017), 7
Dante: Convivio, 9; in the Knight’s Tale,

117
David, Alfred, 236n.1
Deconstruction, 1
Deduction, 56
Deep structure, 25
Definition: in the Franklin’s Tale, 209–11;

ostensive, 44; in the Tale of Melibee,
211; in the Wife of Bath’s Prologue, 205

Demonstrative science, 23
Diana: in the Knight’s Tale, 101, 109; in

the speech of Emelye, 128–31
Dinshaw, Carolyn, 171, 245n.22
Donatus, Aelius, 51
Donegild (Man of Law’s Tale), 146–48
“Dream of the Rood,” 238n.13
Dress. See Array; Livery
Drunkenness, in the Wife of Bath’s

Prologue, 205–7

Earl of Suffolk, 62
Eco, Umberto, 28, 223n.44
Education, 6–52;  and the elite, 18; and

habits of thought, 17;  primacy of
grammar in, 9; as verbal, 18

Egeus (Knight’s Tale), 131–4
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Eglantine, 224n.60
Emelye (Knight’s Tale), 101, 125–31; in the

garden, 105–9; as the lady of romance,
129; speech of, 126–31; as a war prize,
117

Emmaus pilgrims (Gospel of Luke), and
the General Prologue, 58–59

Emperor of Rome (Man of Law’s Tale),
163–64

Endings, in English, 15. See also Latin,
accidence in

English: as a living language, 17; rhyme in,
16

Entailment, 49
Enthymeme, 56
Ethics, in the General Prologue, 97
Ethopoeia, 17; in the Clerk’s Tale, 173
Eucharist: in the Clerk’s Tale, 187, 195; in

the General Prologue, 84
Evocations, 204
Exclamatio. See Apostrophe
Executions, public, 167

Faces, in the Clerk’s Tale, 178, 183, 189–
92, 194–95, 243n.12

Facial expression. See Faces
Fichte, Joerg O., 234n.21
Ficta, 31; in the Clerk’s Tale, 170–77, 183;

in the General Prologue, 78–79, 96; in
God’s mind, 171; in the Knight’s Tale,
130; in the Man of Law’s Tale, 168

Fiction, 246n.1
Fish, Stanley E., 64
Fools, in the Knight’s Tale, 121–23
Fortune, in the Knight’s Tale, 118
Fosterage: in the Clerk’s Tale, 181–82; in

the Man of Law’s Tale, 150–51
Franklin’s Tale, 209–11
Freedom, in the Clerk’s Tale, 174–80
French language, in England, 17

Gaunt, John of. See John of Gaunt
General Prologue, 54–97; and the

Categories, 78; and the definition of a
pilgrim, 57–60; as diachronic, 227n.9;
five senses in, 56; the Friar in, 45;

instinct and intellect in, 57; logic in, 56;
and natural signs, 56; objectification of
human beings in, 61; opening of, 55–57;
and personal attack, 82; professions in,
61–66; species and genus in, 32;
stereotypes in, 61–62; and supposition,
57, 62

Generations, in the Knight’s Tale, 104–5,
121–23

Gentilesse, in the Franklin’s Tale, 209–10
Genus, 30–34
Geoffrey of Vinsauf, in the Clerk’s Tale,

194–96
Geoffroi de Fontaine, 12–13
God the Father, in the Clerk’s Tale, 171, 198
Gospel-book in the Man of Law’s Tale,

156–57, 167
Gower, John, 76; in the General Prologue,

82
Grammar, 9–19; correctness in, 9; creation

of, 217n.17; and ethics, 20; infinitives
in, 218n.21; inflections in, 29–30; Latin
compared with vernacular, 10–18;
medieval concepts of, 9–11; as mirror of
the world, 39; Platonism in, 11; roots in,
29–30

Grandisson, Bishop, of Exeter, 225n.68
Great Chain of Being, 28
Grennen, Joseph E., 238n.17, 241n.5
Griselda (Clerk’s Tale), 180–88; biblical

resemblances, 181–88; despoiling of,
192–96; and the Eucharist, 195–96; and
hagiography, 242n.11; marriage to
Walter, 188–97; as “obsolete,” 198; as
opposite of Walter, 181; as unformed,
180; unkempt hair of, 193–95; as a
vegetarian, 181; as a “wise virgin,” 185

Grosseteste, Robert, 25

Hallissy, Margaret, 243n.15
Hansen, Elaine Tuttle, 243n.13
Henryson, Robert, 170–71
Hermengild (Man of Law’s Tale), 153–56
Historicism, New. See New Historicism
Holy Church (Piers Plowman), 218–

19n.24
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Hornsby, Joseph A., 214n.2
Host, 241n.4; and the Clerk, 172
Hous of Fame, 27, 52–53, 201–3; and the

model of cognition, 21
Howard, Donald R., 55, 203
Huckleberry Finn, 31
Hugh of St. Victor, 200, 222n.41
Humanity, as a species, 32–34, 64–65
Hunting, in the Knight’s Tale, 117
Hypolyta (Knight’s Tale), as a war prize,

117

Impersonation, 203–4, 227n.7, 236n.1
Indignation, and apostrophe, in the Man of

Law’s Tale, 161–62
Induction, 25, 33, 56
Infidel, in the Man of Law’s Tale, 143–49;

Alla as, 142; in Northumbria, 153–56
Innocent III, 138
Inns of Court, 6, 214n.2
Inside readings, 232n.7
Intellectus passivus, 22–28, 31, 202, 204,

209; in the General Prologue, 96–97
Invention, and the Categories, 37
Irvine, Martin, 216n.7
Islam, in the Man of Law’s Tale, 143–44

Janicula, in the Clerk’s Tale, 188–89
Jauss, Hans Robert, 213n.1
Jesus: Annunciation of, in the Clerk’s Tale,

185–86, 244n.16; Annunciation of, in
the Knight’s Tale, 128; Baptism of, in the
Man of Law’s Tale, 157; Nativity of, in
the Clerk’s Tale, 181, 185; and Pilate,
153

John of Gaunt, 216n.8
John Wyclif, 216n.8
Joseph, Foster Father of Jesus, in the

Clerk’s Tale, 181–82
Jurisdiction, concept of, in the Man of

Law’s Tale, 137, 155–56

Kamowski, William, 244n.16
Kilwardby, Robert, 19
Knight: battles of, in the General Prologue,

99–100; defined, in the Franklin’s Tale,
209–10; interrupts the Monk’s Tale,
116; as a mercenary, 69; as narrator,

119–20; portrait of, in the General
Prologue, 67–70 (chart, 68); values of,
in the General Prologue, 99–100

Knight’s Tale, 18, 98–134
Knights, 98–99
Knights, Lollard. See Lollard Knights
Koran, in the Man of Law’s Tale, 144
“Kynde knowynge,” 218–19n.24

Langland, William, 34
Language: arbitrariness of, 20; and

commerce, in the Man of Law’s Tale,
138–49; search for the “original,” 12–
13; simplification of, 219n.28; vernacu-
lar, in the Man of Law’s Tale, 146–47,
154. See also Mental language

Latin: accidence in, 12–13, 29–30;
accusative-infinitive constructions, 15;
as a character device, 218–19n.24;
deponent verbs in, 14; as language of
civilization, in the Man of Law’s Tale,
146–48, 158–59; and language training,
217n.16; literacy, among the clergy, 85;
precision of, 12–18; process verbs, 15;
status of, 10–18

Law, Christian, in the Man of Law’s Tale,
142, 149

Leicester, H. Marshall, Jr., 203, 227n.7
Livery, in the Knight’s Tale, 103–4. See also

Array
Logic, 19–51, 220n.30; correctedness in,

20; medieval scope of, 19–20; and
natural language, 39; as practical, 20;
puzzles in, 29; relationship with
grammar, 19–21; symbolic, 39

Lollard Knights, 6, 98–99, 217n.11
Lollards and Lollardy, 26–27, 75–76, 87;

in the Knight’s Tale, 99; and the
pilgrimage of life, 99

Lordship, in the Franklin’s Tale, 209–10
Lovesickness, in the Knight’s Tale, 105–11

Macrobius, 7, 26, 244–45n.21
Manhood, in the Knight’s Tale, 98–100,

102
Mann, Jill, 34, 243n.13
Man of Law, portrait of, in the General

Prologue, 79–83, 92–93
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Man of Law’s Tale, 135–69; impersonation
in, 136; narrator in, 160–69; placement
of, 136; reputation of, 135–36; sign
systems in, 145–47

Marriage, 191; in the Clerk’s Tale, 176;
ritual of, 245n.24

Mars, in the Knight’s Tale, 114
Mary, Mother of Jesus, and Emelye: in the

Clerk’s Tale, 186; in the Knight’s Tale,
128

Mastery, in the Tale of Melibee, 211
Memorization in elementary education, 10
Memory, false, in the Wife of Bath’s

Prologue, 206–7
Mental language, 12–13, 25–26, 44, 221–

22n.38, 222n.41
Mercenary, the Knight as, 100
Merchant, and the Wife of Bath, 208–9
Merchant’s Tale, 207–9
Merchants, in the Man of Law’s Tale, 138–

42
Messengers, in the Man of Law’s Tale,

146–48
Metaphor, in the Clerk’s Tale, 175–78,

194–95
Milton, John, 201–2
Minnis, A. J., 38
Modistae, 23–25; cognitive model of the,

24
Monk: compared to the Knight in the

General Prologue, 75; definition of, in
the General Prologue, 77–79; and
naming, 45–46; portrait of, in the
General Prologue, 75–78

Monk’s Tale: as de casibus tragedy, 118;
interrupted by the Knight, 116, 123,
133–34; naming in prologue to, 45–46

Monopleuric covenant, in the Clerk’s Tale,
190–91

Morse, J. Mitchell, 215n.7
Myles, Robert, 240n.2

Naming, 224n.59; in the Franklin’s Tale,
209–10; and the Monk, 45–46

Narrator, in the General Prologue, 57–58,
60–61, 74, 86, 96

Nativity of Jesus. See Jesus, Nativity of
Necessity, in the Knight’s Tale, 123

Negotiations. See Treaties
New Historicism, 1–2, 28
Nist, John, 239n.20
Nobility, 209–10
Nolan, Barbara, 227n.7
Nominalism, 28; and accidental supposi-

tion, 48; in the Clerk’s Tale, 178–79
Nonfiction, 246n.1
Northumbria, 147–49, 153–60
Nouns, 29–30; common, and accidental

supposition, 66; common, and accidents,
66; in the General Prologue, 59; proper,
and discrete supposition, 44–46

Nunneries, corruption in, 229n.21
Nurselings, 16

Objectivity, in the General Prologue, 62
Occupatio, in the Knight’s Tale, 109–10,

113, 115–16, 134
Ockham, William of, 46, 221n.5, 222n.41
Olson, Paul A., 231–32n.1
Omniscience, in the Clerk’s Tale, 171, 180,

184, 197
Ontological proof, 220n.29
Order of the Passion, 217n.11
Orientalism, in the Man of Law’s Tale,

143–46
Orpheus, in the Knight’s Tale, 107
Ostention, in the Clerk’s Tale, 188–97
Outside readings, 232n.7

Palamon (Knight’s Tale): in irons, 110;
mistakes Emelye for Venus, 106–7; uses
improper supposition, 106–9. See also
Palamon and Arcite

Palamon and Arcite (Knight’s Tale), 102–
14; argumentation of, 106–14; battle
over Emelye, 123–25; as beasts, 108–14;
as bloody, 103–4; imprisonment of,
104–5, 111; their first sight of Emelye,
105–9

Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins, in
the Clerk’s Tale, 184–85

Pardoner, 231n.29; portrait of, in the
General Prologue, 93–95

Participation, of species (Aquinas), 34
Parvys (St. Paul’s Cathedral), in the

General Prologue, 80
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Patterson, Lee W., 104–5, 213n.2, 232n.5,
233nn.10, 16

Pearsall, Derek, 214n.3
Peasants’ Revolt, 62
Perjury, in the Man of Law’s Tale, 157, 167
Perotheus (Knight’s Tale), 104
Petrarch, in the Clerk’s Tale, 173
Phantasm, phantom, 21–22, 25
Phillippe de Meziere, 217n.11
Philosopher-king, in the Clerk’s Tale, 184
Piers Plowman, 34, 218–19n.24
Pilgrim, and the General Prologue, 57–60,

66
Pilgrimage: in the Knight’s Tale, 132–33; as

a Lollard image, 99
Pilours, in the Knight’s Tale, 120
Plato, 99
Poetics, 4; as cosmetic, 26–28, 193–95; as

“servingwomen,” 194–95
Porphyry the Phoenician, 30
Porphyry’s Tree, 26–34, 104, 223n.44
Poststructuralism, 1
Prioress: and her dogs, 73–74; portrait of,

in the General Prologue, 71–74 (chart,
72), 92

Prioress’s Tale, 10
Profession: in the General Prologue,

228n.11; and social status, in the
General Prologue, 62–64

Proficiency, 88
Proficiency formula, in the General

Prologue, 87–95 (chart, 89)
Pynchbek, Thomas: in the General

Prologue, 80, 82; in the Man of Law’s
Tale, 135

Quaestiones Alberti, 220n.30
Quintilian, in the Man of Law’s Tale, 160–

61, 166, 239n.20

Realism, 28; in the Clerk’s Tale, 178–79
Rebecca (Genesis), in the Clerk’s Tale, 185
Revelling, in the Wife of Bath’s Prologue,

205
Rhetoric, 51–53; and ethics, in the Man of

Law’s Tale, 137, 238n.16; forensic, in
the Man of Law’s Tale, 162–66

Rhetorica ad Herennium, in the Man of
Law’s Tale, 161

Rickert, Edith, 226n.70
Roney, Lois, 102, 106, 231n.31
Ruler, qualities, in the Clerk’s Tale, 179–80

Sacramentalism, 87
Samaritan woman, in the Clerk’s Tale, 185
Satire and stereotype, in the General

Prologue, 64
Scrope family, 69
Self-confirming artifacts, 64
Serene, Eileen, 221n.34
Sermon for the First Sunday in Advent, 76
Seven Deadly Sins, 83, 87
Sex, Roman attitudes toward, in the Man

of Law’s Tale, 159
Sexism, in the Knight’s Tale, 100
Signification, active and passive, 220n.30
Social class, and array, 62
Social status and profession, in General

Prologue, 62–63
Song, in elementary education, 10
Song schools, 9–10
Sovereignty, as a “yok,” in the Clerk’s Tale,

175–80
Sowdan (Man of Law’s Tale), 140;

marriage arrangements with Custance,
142; and tidings, 141

Sowdanesse (Man of Law’s Tale), 143–46;
and sign systems, 145–47

Species, 30–34
Speght, Thomas, and Chaucer’s legal

training, 214n.2
Squire: as audience of the Knight’s Tale,

100; portrait of, in the General
Prologue, 88–91

St. Paul Almoner’s School, 6; students’
books, 51–53, 226n.70

Steinmetz, David C., 171, 179, 189–90,
215n.7, 243n.14

Stereotype, profession as, in the General
Prologue, 63–64

Subjectivity, 2–5; in art and language, 2–4
Substance, 30–34
Substances, compared to grammatical

roots, 29–30

Russell_Index.p65 1/25/99, 4:09 PM264



Index   /   265

Summoner: and the Eucharist, in the
General Prologue, 84–87; portrait of, in
the General Prologue, 83–87

Supposition, 39–51: absolute, 46;
accidental, 46–48; common, 44–46;
confused, 48–50, 62; and definition, 48;
determinate, 48–50; discrete, 44–46;
distributive, 50–51, 62; and entailment,
49; and the General Prologue, 57, 62; in
the General Prologue, 80; improper, 41,
109; and individual experience, 47–48;
and Isagoge, 47; in the Knight’s Tale,
109; in the Man of Law’s Tale, 145;
material, 42–44; and metaphor, 41–42;
modes of, 41–51 (chart and table, 42,
43); natural, 46–48; nondistributive, 50–
51; personal, 42–44; and proficiency, 88;
and proper, 41; proper names, 44–46; as
reference, 39–41; relative, 46; and
tautology, 44–45; and verbal ambiguity,
40

Suso, Henry, 65
Syllogism, in the General Prologue, 73–74
Symbolic logic. See Logic, symbolic

Tale of Melibee, as “original” Sergeant of
Law’s Tale, 136

Tautology, in the portrait of the Yeoman in
the General Prologue, 91–92

Teseida, 101–2; Ageus in, 131–32; Emilia
in, 105–9, 129; and the Knight’s Tale,
100–101, 113–14, 115–16, 119–20;
speech of Emilia in, 126–31. See also
Boccaccio, Giovanni

Thebes, in the Knight’s Tale: as a threat to
the social order, 104; siege of, 119–20

Theseus (Knight’s Tale), 115–25; and
control, 122, 132–34; and Edward III,
126; “First Mover Speech,” 123;
solipsism of, 116–18; and the widows of
Thebes, 116–18

Thomas Aquinas, St., participation in, 34
Three-part Soul, 22
Tractatus de Regibus, 26–27
Tragedy, de casibus, in the Knight’s Tale,

118
Translatio. See Metaphor

Translation, 10–11, 14, 18–19; of
Scripture, 26

Transubstantiation. See Eucharist
Treaties, in the Man of Law’s Tale, 142
Tree of Porphyry. See Porphyry’s Tree
Trivet, Nicholas, 137
Troilus (The Testament of Cressid), 170–71

Van, Thomas A., 243n.13
Venery, 230n.25
Venus, in the Knight’s Tale, 109
Virgins, Wise and Foolish. See Parable of

the Wise and Foolish Virgins
Voices. See Impersonation
Vulcan, in the Knight’s Tale, 114

Wallace, David, 241n.5
Walter (Clerk’s Tale): and “freedom,” 174–

80, 194; and God the Father, 171, 180,
187–90, 195–96, 244n.16; as a hunter,
174, 181; marriage to Griselda, 188–97;
proposal of marriage to Griselda, 186–
87; as a psychological study, 174; special
perceptiveness of, 183, 192, 196; as a
youth, 174

Wasserman, Julian N., 237n.10
“Wel koude.” See Proficiency formula
Whitman, Walt, 201–2
Whorf-Sapir hypothesis, 4, 56
Wife of Bath, 181, 199; deafness of, 206;

and her fourth husband, 204–7; portrait
of, in the General Prologue, 93

Wife of Bath’s Prologue, 203–7
William of Ockham. See Ockham, William

of
Women, and children, in the Man of Law’s

Tale, 151–52
Worthiness, in the Franklin’s Tale, 209–10
Wyclif, John, 97

Xenophobia, in the Man of Law’s Tale,
143–49, 154–58

Yeoman, portrait of, in the General
Prologue, 91–92

Youth, in the Knight’s Tale, 121–23
Yunck, John A., 239n.20
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